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Meanwhile the bolt had fallen. On the very day on
which the Lords held their conference with the Commons
(27th May), a Bill was introduced Into the Lower House
" for the utter abolishing and taking away of all arch-
bishops, bishops, their chancellors, commissaries, deans,
deans and chapters, archdeacons, prebendaries, chanters
and canons and all other their under officers "-1 The
.nominal sponsor for the Bill was Sir Edward Bering, the
weakly consequential member for Kent, but he himself tells
as that the Bill was u pressed into his hands" by Sir A.
Hazelrig, who similarly received it from Sir H. Vane and
Oliver Cromwell, The leadership of the extremists was
already falling into the hands of Cromwell and the younger
Vane.

Nobody seems to have expected the " Root and Branch
Bill " to pass into law; but there are various theories as to
the object with which it was brought in. Some hold that
it was merely intended to frighten the Lords into accept-
ance of the less radical proposal; but the dates, as Dr.
Shaw points out, negative this view. Others suppose that
the purpose was to test the feeling of the House of Commons.
Be this as it may, the reception of the Bill was unexpectedly
favourable. Mr. Hyde indeed " moved with great warmth
that the Bill might not be read," and he adds that " the
rejecting it was earnestly urged by very many". Among
these was Falkland, who in the following powerful speech,2
gives reasons for his opposition.

1 Shaw, i., 75.

2Gardiner says (up, D.N.B.) that this speech was delivered "either
on ayth May or on some subsequent day when the Bill was in Committee'';
but I can find no positive evidence of this. The speech is printed in Triplet's
second edition of the Discourse on Infallibility, It is there described as " A
draught of a Speech concerning Episcopacy by the lord Viscount Falkland
found since his death amongst his papers, written with his own hand ".oth grow and flourish. And certainlyived beforea Declara-e. Is there in theose and in-
